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Pickens County Sheriff Returns Deputy involved in Shooting to Active 
Duty following Completion of Internal Review 

 
Sheriff Rick Clark has returned Deputy Michael McClatchy to full active duty effective 
immediately following his review of the agency’s internal investigation.  The investigation stems 
from the officer involved shooting that occurred at #447 Latham Rd in Easley on Sunday, June 
26, 2016. 
 
Deputy McClatchy had been placed on Administrative Leave with Pay after he fired his service 
weapon in the line of duty striking a burglary suspect identified as Franklin Reed Styles (18yoa). 
 
Styles received at least one gunshot wound and is currently admitted to a local hospital.  Upon 
his release, he will be transported to the Pickens County Detention Center where he will be 
detained on multiple charges to include Burglary 1st Degree along with Pointing and Presenting 
a Firearm in addition to other charges. 
 
The Office of Professional Standards which is the agency’s internal affairs unit was directed by 
Sheriff Clark to investigate the incident independent of the criminal investigation that is still 
being conducted by the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division. 
 
Sheriff Clark reviewed the internal findings on Tuesday, June 28th and issued his directive today 
to return Deputy McClatchy to full active status with no restrictions. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sheriff Clark stated… 
 
Our agency has reviewed the facts and circumstances surrounding this incident involving the use 
of deadly force and I concur with the findings that Deputy Mike McClatchy was justified and 
within policy in his decision to discharge his service weapon for the protection of his own life. 
 
Furthermore, the Deputy should be commended for he made the decision to enter the residence 
without backup knowing that an intruder was inside.  He made this decision out of concern for 



the safety of the female homeowner that was hiding in a nearby bathroom as the suspect was 
retrieving multiple weapons from a gunsafe in close proximity to the bathroom. 
 
Deputy McClatchy’s quick response and decisions under extreme pressure may very well have 
saved an innocent victim’s life.” 
 
 

Summary of Events: 
 Sheriff’s Office receives information of a suspicious male walking around residences on 

Latham Rd. 
 

 Deputy McClatchy is dispatched to the suspicious person call and arrives in the area on 
Latham Rd in approximately 12 minutes 

 

 Sheriff’s Office receives a 911 call from a frightened and upset homeowner at #447 
Latham Rd stating that an unknown male is knocking on her doors and windows, 
attempting to pry open window screens and subsequently forcing entry by breaking in 
through a rear door 

 

 Homeowner stays on the line with 911 operator as she hides inside a bathroom 
 

 Deputy McClatchy immediately responds to the home at #447 and arrives in less than 5 
minutes as he continues to receive live information fed to him from the dispatcher that 
is still on the phone with the homeowner 

 

 Deputy learns that the intruder is still inside and is in close proximity to the caller as she 
hides.  Caller informs the dispatcher that she believes that the man is removing 
weapons from their gunsafe 

 

 McClatchy locates evidence of forced entry at rear of residence and observes numerous 
weapons that have been placed at the point where entry was gained 

 

 McClatchy enters residence in fear that homeowner may be in imminent danger and 
locates Styles inside the residence 

 

 McClatchy observes Styles to be armed with a rifle in one hand and a handgun in the 
other 

 

 McClatchy verbally challenges the suspect and gives him verbal commands at which 
time Styles points the handgun at the Deputy resulting in the Deputy’s decision to 
discharge his weapon at the suspect striking him with at least one round 

 

 The Deputy and the homeowner are not injured during the incident 
 



 

Prior Criminal History for Franklin Reed Styles: 
Prior criminal history for Franklin Reed Styles indicates that he was released from the Pickens 
County Detention Center on April 4, 2016 following his arrest on April 5, 2016 for two counts of 
Burglary 3rd Degree and two counts of Simple Larceny.  These cases are still pending and have 
not gone to trial as of this date.  Mr. Styles is presumed innocent until at which that he has 
been found guilty pursuant to trial. 
 

911 Call 
The Sheriff’s Office will be releasing the 911 call later this week pending the completion of a 
redaction process for exempted information. 
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